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Terrier Times

Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe the first decade of the 21st century is behind us. Let’s hope the coming decade 
will be positive for all of us associated with WSD. Some important events are coming up in January. They include:
 WSD girls and boys’ basketball teams and cheerleading squad will be at the Arizona School for the Deaf 
 January 27 - 31 to participate in the Western States Basketball Classic and Cheerleading competition.   
 Go Terriers!
 First semester ends January 31. WSD’s focus is on academics first. If your child is at risk to fail any course,  
 you should have heard from the teacher via email or letter. Please stay in touch with the teachers if you  
 have any concerns about your child’s classes.

Resources: 

In Raising and Educating a Deaf Child, author Marc Marschark offers parents and teachers a readable and compre-
hensive summary including everything a parent would want to know about growing up deaf. Review this book at:   
http://books.google.com/books?id=m_8Kb53ioJgC&source=gbs_navlinks_s

An informative article on developing writing skills in deaf children is on the Gallaudet University website (address 
below). The article recommends using a “writing board” in your home to encourage writing. This can be an exciting 
way to get the family to write. The following tips are offered:

• Put up a bulletin board somewhere in your house. Be the first person to write a story and place it on the  
 board. Talk to family members to gain their support for this concept. Attach a weekly schedule near the  
 board whereby each family member will take a turn at writing something. 
• Make a list of things the family can write about, for example: 
 - Describe a familiar person, such as a family member or friend.
 - Describe a book that you are reading.
 - Describe a good TV program that you recently watched.
 - Write about some of the things that you want to do this week 
 - Write a poem, story, or joke.
 - Post a picture and describe why you like it.
 - Post a photograph of a family member, and then write about it.
 - Write about something that someone in the family did recently.
 - Write about a dream.
 - Start a letter to someone and ask if the person writing next can finish it.
 - Talk about things that give you lots of pleasure.
• Ask the members of the family to give ideas about what they would like to see written and placed on the  
 board. Visit this website for many creative ideas for fostering writing skills in your deaf child or any child:  
 http://gupress.gallaudet.edu/excerpts/LAYDCeight2.html. 
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Groundhog Day is celebrated in the U.S. each year on 
February 2nd. On this day in mid-winter, the groundhog 
awakens from a long winter's nap, and goes outside of 

his den to see if he sees his shadow. This tradition is big 
on an otherwise cold and dreary mid-winter's day. 

According to legend, if the groundhog sees his shadow, 
there will be six more weeks of winter.  If however, he 

does not see his shadow, spring is just around the corner. 
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Nurse’s Corner
Joyce Sjoberg, Linda Meier & Matt Long, School Nurses

Winter is here!  Winter means wearing hats and scarves, and sharing hats and 
scarves.  Occasionally, when sharing hats, combs, brushes or scarves head lice 
are found.  Head lice or “pediculosis” is a condition found mainly on the scalp 
around the ears, and at the base of the neck in the hairline.  The adult louse 
is about the size of a sesame seed and can be reddish brown in color.  Eggs or 
“nits” are smaller and are silver in color.
  
Each year about one out of 100 elementary school children are infested with 
head lice.  Lice are not a sign of poor hygiene and they do not transmit disease.  

The most common symptom of head lice infestation is head scratching.  There 
has been a change in policy this year.  If a student has head lice they will be sent 
home for treatment, and then after being treated, allowed to return to school.  
The dead “nits” or eggs are very sticky and can stay “glued” in the hair for 
months.  A dead nit does not mean there is an infestation of live lice.

Treatment for head lice include nit-picking with a fine tooth comb, over the 
counter and prescription products and home therapies (ie: mayonnaise or Vase-
line on the scalp and head over night).  Nit picking takes time and patience, 
while many of the products contain pesticides that can be harmful if not used 
according to directions.

Encourage your student not to share hats, combs or brushes; to wash their hands 
frequently, cough into their elbow, and stay home when sick.  We will all have a 
healthier winter!!!

 “If a student has head 
lice they will 

be sent home for 
treatment, and then 
after being treated, 
allowed to return 

to school.”

We want to hear from you!  The Center on Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss 
(CDHL), is hosting meetings all around the state to hear from parents, students, 
staff, and community members about the strengths and gaps in educational     
services for deaf, hard of hearing and deaf-blind children.  The information will 
be used to compile a report to the Legislature December 1, 2010.  The first stake-
holder meetings took place in the Seattle area January 12 and 13th.  We heard 
from more than 400 people!  

The next meeting is at WSD on Tuesday, February 2nd.  Parents are invited to 
come to the Kastel (cafeteria) Building from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. to share your
opinions to the following questions:

• What works well within your child’s school program?
• What information and/or services do you need to help your child succeed?
• How would this information and/or service help your child succeed?
• Given the opportunity to provide input to the state legislature regarding  
 services for deaf/ deaf-blind and hard of hearing students, what advice   
 would you give?

ASL and Spanish interpreters will be provided.  Child care will not be available.  
We look forward to seeing you that night!

Stakeholder Meetings
Jane Mulholland, Superintendent
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After 27 years of 

dedicated service to 

Washington School for the 

Deaf

Nikki Ekle 

has Retired!

February 2  Ground Hog Day
February 4-6  Deaf Academic Bowl (Sulphur, Oaklahoma)

Feburary 9  Spring Electives Begin
February 14  Valentine’s Day
February 15  President’s Day (Campus Closed)
February 24  Sadie Hawkins Dance
Travel Days for February 5,7,12,16,19, 21, 26, 28 

“Being deeply loved by 
someone gives you strength, 
while loving someone deeply 

gives you courage.”



Page 4 0f 4         WSD Newsletter

Washington School for the Deaf
611 Grand Blvd
Vancouver, WA 98661

BARACK OBAMA is our 
44th president, but there 
actually have only been 
43 presidents: Cleveland 
was elected for two non-
consecutive terms and 

is counted twice, as our 
22nd and 24th president. THE OLDEST president inau-

gurated was Reagan (age 69); 
the youngest was Kennedy 

(age 43). Theodore Roosevelt, 
however, was the youngest 

man to become president——
he was 42 when he succeeded 

McKinley, who had been 
assassinated.

LINCOLN, JEFFERSON, F. 
ROOSEVELT, WASHINGTON, 
KENNEDY, and EISENHOWER 
are portrayed on U.S. coins.

Presidential Fun Facts!

44

President 
Ronald Reagan


