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Dear Families and Friends:       
 
As we come down to the end of the school year and begin to think 
about the summer months looming ahead, I have just two words for 
you:  SIGN and READ.          
  
The surest way of helping students make progress in their academic 
achievement is through their language development and acquisition 
of world knowledge. Deaf and hard of hearing students have to have 
constant access to the language and information that is in their every day 
lives and in the world around them.  They need be in on the incidental 
conversations that take place in your home every day about paying 
bills, deciding where to go on vacation, figuring out what to cook for 
dinner, arguing over what movie to watch.  They need to understand 
the common communication that occurs in a store transaction.  They 
need to be aware of the news on TV and in the newspapers or online.  
They need to know that eating too much red meat is not good for 
cholesterol and that is why Uncle Jack is in the hospital. 

Acquisition of much of our world knowledge comes not in formal 
educational settings but in the informal activities of our daily lives.  
Such information has to be made accessible for D/HH students through 
signing or print if they can’t pick it up through hearing.

Hearing children of hearing parents have access to language and 
information 24/7.  Deaf and hearing children of signing deaf parents 
have access to language and information 24/7.  Deaf children who 
can’t process information auditorily only have access to language and 
information when signing or print is available in their home, their 
school, their community.  

This spring and summer, please give your child the gift of knowledge.  
It is precious.  You hold the key in your hands.

May Day

FYI
WSD Program Name Change

Post High School Program (PHSP)
in now 

Washington Career & Academy 
for the Deaf

May 8
Early Release!
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Parents & Terrier Pups!
Shauna Bilyeu, Elementary Principal

Terrier Pups and Families,

Students and staff are busy reading books for the 500 Books incentive 
program.  Parents are encouraged to join in the fun and read, read, read!  
We will have weekly prizes for students who meet their goals (ask your 
child what they need to do to get a weekly prize--they should be able 
to tell you!), and a SURPRISE field trip on May 29th for students meeting 
their goals.  Expect to see something from your child’s teacher with more 
details, but be forewarned, we don’t tell the students until we arrive at the 
destination where we are going!  If you are interested in volunteering and 
joining us for this event, contact Bethany Moreland. All volunteers need to 
be cleared with Sharon Caton.  Call if you have questions.

Our last Family Academy Night (FAN) will be May 15th. This will be an extra 
special FAN since it is the last one for the year.  We will have a BBQ outside 
(weather permitting) and we have some fun things planned.  Please plan 
to attend.  I will also be sending out a FAN survey soon.  We are looking for 
feedback on how to expand and improve this important event.  I will send 
out an electronic survey and have hard copies available as well on May 15th.  
Look for that.

Parents-mark your calendars NOW for All Star Day on May 22nd.  The schedule 
will be a bit different this year with dessert and awards for Elementary 
students from 1:45-3:00 pm.  ALL Terrier Pups will receive an award at 
this time (we’ve been tallying those PAWS they’ve all been earning!), so 
please plan to attend.  Look for a flier with more details soon if you haven’t 
already received it.  It will be important for parents to RSVP so that we can 
have an accurate count for food.  I hope to see everyone there!  We would 
love to see every Terrier Pup have a family member or special friend there 
to support them, so please put this at the very top of your priority list.

Elementary students (grades 2 and up for MAP and 3 and up for MSP) are 
wrapping up annual MSP (state-wide assessments) and MAP testing (computer-
based adaptable testing that WSD uses to monitor growth in three areas: 
math, reading and language usage).  Families will receive results for the 
MSP test in early fall next year and MAP results at their child’s IEP meetings.  
You may read more about these assessments at these websites:
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/default.aspx (MSP)
www.nwea.org (MAP) 
Enjoy the spring!

Student of the Month

Astounding Attending
Adam Arntzen 

Jeremy Descloux 
Positively Prepared
Madeline Forbes 

Momentous Motivation
Brandy Pietsch 
Ricardo Pineda 
School Spirit
Nick Gutirrez 

Inspiring Improvement
Kyle Culmer  

Daphne Rocke 
Super Supportive

David Green 

12th Annual All Star Day!
May 22, 2014

Parents - You’re Invited!
Parents are invited to this event to recognize and celebrate the success of WSD students.

Classroom Visits 8-11am
Opening Ceremony 11-11:45am (Auditorium)
Lunch 11:45-12:30pm (Kastel Cafeteria)
Student Exhibitions 12:30-1:45pm (Hunter Gym)
Science Awards 1:45pm  (Auditorium)
Hands-On Exhibitions 3:15pm (Hunter Gym)
Dinner 5pm (Kastel Cafeteria)
Academic & Sports Awards 6:15pm (Auditorium)

Lunch/Dinner - $3 per person-per meal
First 2 dinners FREE - Children under 12 dinner FREE

For more information/RSVP: Contact David Martin @ 
david.martin@cdhl.wa.gov - 360.418.4341 or VP: 360.334.5775

Interpreters provided. 
Parents responsible for the supervision of their children while on campus.

All Stars Passport to Success!

Washington 

School for the Deaf

PassPort

Opening 
Ceremony

Exhibitions

Classroom 
Visits

W
S

D

Secondary Schedule

Please return RSVP form by May 8! 

Curious George 
visits WSD

www.wsd.wa.gov
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May Calendar
Cinco De Mayo - May 5
Early Release - May 8
Prom - May 8
Family Academy Night (FAN) - May 15 
Mother Earth Vists WSD - May 15
All Star Day - May 22 
Memorial Day - May 26 (no school)
Oaks Park Field Trip - May 29
Travel Days 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 27, 30
 

WSD is honored that Governor Jay Inslee has selected our school as the one 
commencement exercise he will participate in this year.  We look forward to 
having him on campus and hope as many staff, alumni and families as possible 
will come to this special evening June 12th.  Our graduation class is small this 
year, just seven students, but the WSD spirit is mighty.  Mark your calendar and 
be part of this celebration of our students’ achievement. 

High School Co-ed Soccer Schedule
Spring 2014

All games will be at Devereaux Field (WSD Football Field)
 Tuesday, April 22 – 6:00pm vs. Wolf Pack
 Thursday, April 24 – 6:00pm vs. Misfits

 Tuesday, April 29 – 6:00pm vs. Milenium 
 Thursday, May 1 – 6:00pm vs. Dragons  
Tuesday, May 6 – 6:00pm vs. Wolf Pack
 Tuesday, May 13 – 6:00pm vs. Misfits 

 Thursday, May 15 – 6:00pm vs. Milenium  
 Tuesday, May 20 – 6:00pm vs. Dragons 

2014 Graduation Guest!

Regional Academic Bowl
Riverside, California
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500 Book Challenge
Ginger Speranza, Librarian

We have started our 13th annual 500 book challenge.  Students came back 
from Spring Break fresh and ready to read.  This year they will be reading six 
books.   After reading they will complete book reports and in many cases take 
an Accelerated Reader test.  The final prize is a free book and a field trip.  
This year students will also be able to purchase a surprise shirt for $10.00.  
Money needs to be given to Ginger by May 29th.   IQ Credit Union has given 
us a grant this year to purchase one book for each student at the completion 
of our challange.  Please support your child by giving them a time and place 
to read at home. Keep on reading!!

Civics field trip to the capitol in Olympia!

Senior Prom  
will be held at the
Historical Red 

Cross building at 
Fort Vancouver

WSD Senior Prom May 8, 2014 


