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Dear WSD Families:
The traditional approach to the new year is to make resolutions 
about what we will change—regular exercise, eating right, 
sleeping more, nurturing relationships, to name a few of the 
most popular ones.  But as we head into 2015, instead of 
beating yourself up about what you need to do better, I’d like 
to suggest you take stock of all the things you are doing well, 
especially as they relate to being a parent.  

If you are reading this newsletter, it shows you care about 
what your child is doing to at school.  If you came to WSD’s 
Open House in October, have exchanged emails with teacher(s) 
and SLCs, called to ask about a behavior report, attended a 
sign language class or a Family Academy Night, helped with 
homework, watched a Terrier sporting event, exposed your 
child to activities in your community . . . you have done 
something important to support your children. All these and 
many more are the things you do every day to show your kids 
you care about who they are, you accept and love them, and 
you are proud of the people they are becoming.  

Our students need to get a clear message that they are 
healthy, smart, capable, creative, interesting young people 
who have the ability to conquer the world. They need to 
get this message from you, their parents, as well as from all 
of us in their educational environment. Being deaf is not a 
barrier; in fact, it sometimes opens doors and makes available 
opportunities that wouldn’t otherwise be there.  It is critical 
we help students to see all the possibilities that exist for 
them and not focus on limitations. How many children do you 
know today who are growing up bilingual?  That in itself is an 
awesome accomplishment!

So as you approach the New Year, I urge you to continue to 
be the great parents you already are.   If you feel compelled 
to make a goal for the new year, think about how you can 
let others know about the opportunities that are available 
for students who are deaf or hard of hearing at WSD, and 
how we can work together to make our school stronger and 
our children—the future leaders and tax payers of tomorrow—
more successful. 

January 19
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
No School!
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Parents & Terrier Pups!
Shauna Bilyeu, Elementary Principal

Residential Department
Jaxon Cox, Director of Residential Services

Happy New Year!  Do you know what the purpose and mission of our school is?  Do you ever wonder what we do 
on early release days or on Fridays after students go home?   (Teachers don’t go home at noon when the students 
do, they stay until 2:00 pm on Fridays.)  The purpose and mission of the school is directly tied to professional 
development for faculty.  These times allow staff to develop a common understanding for the Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) as they apply in our bilingual setting, and 
continue to expand their knowledge of ASL and bilingual 
instructional strategies.  We believe that best practices are 
founded in research, and often look to the most recently 
published research in the area of bilingual instruction to 
guide our professional development.  

We recently updated our mission statement to: Bilingual 
Empowered Successful for Today and Tomorrow!  This is 
reflective of our belief that with the right tools, students 
are empowered to be successful in their future.  Our 
teachers continue to examine their instructional strategies 
and look for ways to assess students’ knowledge in content 
areas other than through the traditional means of reading 

and writing.  This means we employ technology in a variety of ways. We use technology to record students 
signing stories as well as for responding to assignments. 

The new era of technology-driven curriculum gives us opportunities like never 
before. We are constantly looking for ways to capitalize on it. In the near future, 
we will be adopting new curriculum aligned to the Common Core State Standards. It will likely have a technology 
component that allows students and parents to do work from home. If you would like to know more about what 
research says about bilingualism and deaf education, please send me an email.  Here’s to a new year and to the 
future!  Bilingual Empowered Successful for Today and Tomorrow!

Wow! Time has gone by so fast! It feels like it was just yesterday 
that school had started. Students have been amazing and it is really 
nice to see them learning new things. Everyday, I see students on 
campus, especially in the cottages, showing their enthusiasm and 
continuing to grow as leaders. Student life counselors work with your 
children everyday and it’s awesome to hear how much they have 
grown already this year.

Students are excited about the holidays and look forward to spending 
time with their relatives and friends. We look forward to seeing 
students come back after the holidays and hearing about their great 
times with relatives and friends.  

Student Life Counselors, Deans, Residential Administrative Assistant, 
Athletic Director and I would like to thank you for your great support! 
You have shared your children with us and we will make sure they 
receive a great education!

3 R Superstar
Sara Mayfield

Stupendous Spirit  
Jessane Rogers

Momentous Motivation
Jennifer Tudor

Positively Prepared 
Emma McKinney

Randall Smith
Inspiring Improvement 

Jennifer Tudor
Noah Tufton

Super Supportive 
Mai Truong
Wyatt Hurd

Hilda Beltran-Lopez

WSD
Student 
of the 
Month
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January Calendar

Exciting things are happening in the Career/Transition Services 
Department.  We will soon have an icon on WSDs webpage!  On our website 
you will find all sorts of resources you need for the pathway to life after 
graduation. Our goal is to provide you information that will enable your 
child to be a successful and productive citizen in society.

Juniors and seniors met with the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation 
on November 19th. This agency provides support for qualified individuals 
after graduation in post secondary planning. This planning could be 
attending college, on the job training, specialized training or independent 
living support to name a few. The neatest thing about this agency is that 
they have several counselors that are deaf! Seniors met individually and 
several have set appointments to begin opening their files.  This agency 
will be part of our fabulous webpage.

College is a big goal for many students. Many have dreams of attending 
college.  Two of our high demand colleges are Gallaudet University – 
Washington, D.C.  and  NTID/RIT – Rochester, New York.  Another college 
we send students to is: SWCID in Big Springs, Texas.   Part of the admission 
requirements is that students must take the ACT (American College Test).  
This test is only offered at specific time each year.    The next test is 
scheduled for February.  Paperwork must be completed by January 9th 
along with the fee of $38.00. If the college requires the writing portion, 
the fee is $54.50. There is an opportunity for one last test, which will be 
given in April. Paperwork for the April test is due by March 13th.   If you 
need more information, please contact Teresa.

January is a big month. Whether students are planning to attend college 
or attend a vocational training program, they need to fill out a FAFSA 
form.  This form helps with financial planning.  The sooner the form is 
filled out, the better chance of getting scholarships and funding. 

Watch for the next newsletter – Navigation 101 program will be explained.
Save the date!   May 21, 2015 – Career and Transition Fair during All Star 
Day. For further questions contact:Teresa Stotler-Martin, M.Ed. Career/
Transition Services Coordinator  teresa.stotler@cdhl.wa.gov  or  360 334 
5776.

Career/Transition Services
Teresa Stotler-Martin, Career/Transition Services Coordinator

Transiton Fair!
Spokane
March 19
10am-2pm 

Lincoln Center for 
Childhood Deafness

Tacoma/Puyallup
April 16
5-8pm   

Place:TBA

Vancouver
May 21

Washington 
School for the Deaf

January 1 - New Year’s Day (No School)
January 8 - Early Release
January 19 - Martin Luther King Jr Day (No School)
Transportation Days: 4, 9, 11, 16, 19, 23, 25, 30

www.wsd.wa.gov

Washington 
Career Academy 

for the Deaf

WaCAD

Happy New Year!
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Nurse’s Corner
Jillian F. Bain, RN, MS, FNP-BC

As we get into the thick of the Winter months and illness is much more common, we 
wanted to send you a reminder about when it is best to keep your student at home.

• Fever of 100 degrees or higher (student may return to school after 24 hours of 
being fever free)

• Widespread rash
• Vomiting and/or diarrhea (student may return to school after 24 hours of 

being vomiting and diarrhea free)
• Draining, red, or matted eyes
• Serious respiratory infections with persistent cough, fever, and/or large amounts of 

green/yellow drainage
• Chicken pox (student may return to school when all blisters are scabbed over and 

student is fever free for 24 hours)
• Lice or scabies

Our goal is to facilitate a healthy learning environment.  It is inevitable that some 
students will become ill.  Illness spreads quickly in a bus, classroom, or cottage.  Please 
respect these guidelines, and keep your student at home when he or she is ill. That will 
help us keep a healthier school environment for all.

Also, if you are unclear about whether you should keep your student home from school, 
you can always check with the school nurse, or your child’s primary care provider, to see 
if remaining home is recommended. Have a safe and healthy school year!

Terriers!
January 6 vs. PJII 7:00pm HOME
January 8 @ 3 Rivers Christian 7:00pm AWAY
January 13 @ OSD 7:00pm AWAY 
January 15 @ Columbia Adventist 7:00pm AWAY
January 20 vs. Firm Foundation 7:00pm HOME
January 22 vs. Evergreen 7:00pm HOME
January 27 vs. 3 Rivers Christian 7:00pm HOME
WSBC @ UTAH School for the Deaf – January 29–31

Lady Terriers!
January 6 vs. PJII 5:30pm HOME
January 8 @ 3 Rivers Christian 5:30pm AWAY
January 13 @ OSD 5:30pm AWAY 
January 15 @ Columbia Adventist 5:30pm AWAY
January 20 vs. Evergreen 5:30pm HOME
January 22 vs. Evergreen 5:30pm HOME
January 27 vs. 3 Rivers Christian 5:30pm HOME
WSBC @ UTAH School for the Deaf – January 29–31

Girls and Boys Varsity Basketball Season has started and we have played 4 
games so far. The girl’s record is 3 wins and 1 loss and the boys have 2 wins 
and 2 loss. Both teams are working hard and improving as the season moves 
along. Please see the basketball schedule and hopefully you can come support 
the Terriers!

Varsity Basketball
Ron Spratlen, Athletic Director

 “Illness spreads 
quickly in a bus, 

classroom, or 
cottage.  So, please 

respect these 
guidelines, and 

do not send your 
student to school 
when he or she is 

ill, and we can keep 
a healthier school 
environment for 

all.”


