
January 2016
From the Superintendent’s Desk
Jane Mulholland, Superintendent

Terrier Times
Terrier Times

WSD

Washington School for the Deaf - Center for Childhood Deafness & Hearing Loss

 Contents

 From the Superintendent’s 
 Desk   1

 Terrier Families  2

 Academic Bowl  2

 January Calendar  3

 WSD’s 130th Birthday 3

 College Planning 2016 3

 Sports   3

 ASL Classes  4

 Student of the Month 4

 NaNoWriMo  4

Dear Families & Friends,
As you know, WSD completed its CEASD accreditation process in November. Thank 
you to each parent, staff member, school district staff, alumni, student, and 
other stakeholder for your involvement and participation in this process. Once we 
receive the final report, it will be posted on our website in its entirety and you will 
be able to see all the commendations and recommendations for each department 
and program area on campus.  For now, I wanted to give you just a brief look at 
the highlights of the report.

Commendations
The CEASD Accreditation Team commends the Washington School for the Deaf for:

• The high level of commitment from the entire school community for the  
 expansion of their ASL English bilingual educational program and services,  
 which is the centerpiece of the school’s mission.
• Forging and maintaining constructive relationships with families, student  
 and the community, as well as among faculty and staff.
• The significant number of students in grades 2-11 who participated   
 in MAP testing and have demonstrated growth in meeting or surpassing   
 expected growth.
• Implementing Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) that are  
 age appropriate and have resulted in a significant decrease in behavior   
 referrals.
• The homelike environment that has been created in the safe, visually   
 accessible and well-maintained cottages; and for the clear and    
 consistent communication among the residential staff regarding the   
 safety and whereabouts of all students.

Recommendations
The CEASD Accreditation Team recommends the Washington School for the Deaf:

• Implement a fully functional and accessible visual alerting notification   
 system for safety and campus wide communication.
• Board of Trustees continues its proactive efforts in Olympia to identify   
 and seek resources for the school.
• Enact and sustain mechanisms for annual monitoring of school    
 improvement outcomes and communicate those findings back to the   
 school community.

As a reminder, the accreditation process has 12 standards, each with commendations 
and recommendations.  We will let you know when the full report has been put 
onto our website! 

Happy New Year to each of you. We look forward to serving you and your child in 
2016!

Reminder
January 21

Early Release
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Happy New Year!
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Terrier Families
Shauna Bilyeu, Principal

Happy New Year!  

Staff and students at WSD are constantly playing with technology in order to showcase 
our school and capture our learning and spirit in ASL. We are fortunate to have 
strong support from our local Educational Service District (ESD 112). They recently 
helped us put together a video that showcases our school.  This video is translated 
in multiple ways: ASL, English (print and spoken) and Spanish! It is posted on our 
school website: WSD’s ASL-English Bilingual Program (the button flashes, it’s hard to 
miss). You can also go directly to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V46NBJrycYQ 
to view it.  

We also have an awesome student-created video posted on the school website about 
our B.E.S.T mission (direct link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8jAm13M9
Ec&feature=youtu.be). Our new ASL teacher, Buffy Hummel, and her ASL students 
are in it. It was created by our new Outreach ASL Specialist Guthrie Nutter.  It is 
super cute! If you haven’t seen it yet, take a peek!

The new era of technology-driven curriculum gives us opportunities like never 
before. We are constantly looking for ways to capitalize on it. In the near future, 
we will be adopting new math curriculum that is aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards. It will likely have a technology component that allows for students and 
parents to do work from home. If you would like to know more about what the 
research says about bilingualism and deaf education, please do not hesitate to 
send me an email.  Here’s to a new year and to the future!  Bilingual Empowered 
Successful for Today and Tomorrow!

On a different note: we will be convening a Strategic Plan Committee that will 
include parent representatives.  This is an advisory committee that will monitor 
action plans created by teacher working groups as they relate to specific areas in 
the 5 year school-wide strategic plan.  My hope is to commence these meetings 
beginning in February on a monthly basis. If you are interested in serving as a parent 
representative, please let me know.  Look for more information on this from me at 
a later date.

ACADEMIC BOWL!
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“In the near future, we 
will be adopting new 

math curriculum that is 
aligned to the Common 
Core State Standards, 
it will likely have a 

technology component 
that allows for students 
and parents to do work 

from home.”

WSD Homework
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January 
January 12 - Family Academy Night (FAN)
January 18 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day (no school) (travel day)
January 21 - Early Release (1pm)
January 27-31 - WSBCC (Western States Basketball & Cheerleading Classic) in Arizona 
Travel Days - 3, 8, 10, 15, 18, 22, 24, 29, 31

Visit us at
www.wsd.wa.gov

Sports
Ron Spratlen, Athletic Director

The Girls and Boys Varsity Basketball Teams have 
started their seasons playing three games each so 
far. Both teams opened the season hosting Oregon 
School for the Deaf on Tuesday, December 8. The 
Lady Terriers played first and won an exciting 
game holding on for a victory! The Terriers then 
came out fired-up and energized, cruising past 
the Panthers in a convincing win!! 

Lady Terriers current record is 1-2; 
Terriers are 2-1.

Hope you can make it to a game and support our 
Boys and Girls Teams!

Many colleges require scores from the ACT test. It is never too early to test.  
Application and $39.50 is due before March 8th and testing is after spring break. 

If your child is planning to attend college this fall 2016, the time is now to be filling 
out FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid form). But first, complete your 
own tax forms as this is needed for completing the FAFSA.

For more information contact: Teresa Stotler-Martin, Career/Transition Services 
Coordinator at VP 360.334.5776 or email: teresa.stotler@cdhl.wa.gov

Washington School for the Deaf CELEBRATES 130 years!
February 3, 1886 – February 3, 2016

Come and help us celebrate the 130th Birthday!

February 3, 2016
Fundraising Dinner – Spud Fest! - in Kastel Cafeteria: 5:45 pm

age 3–12 - $5.00           13 & older - $8.00
Evening performance in George B. Lloyd Auditorium – 7:00 pm – free

Please RSVP at teresa.stotler@cdhl.wa.gov
VP: 360.334.5776 (Teresa) 

or send letter: WSDAA c/o WSD 611 Grand Blvd. Vancouver, WA 98661

College Planning 2016
Teresa Stotler-Martin, Career/Transition Services Coordinator

ACT Test

Lady Terriers!
January 5 vs. PJII 5:30pm HOME
January 7 @ 3 Rivers Christian 5:30pm AWAY
January 12 @ OSD 5:30pm AWAY 
January 14 @ Columbia Adventist 5:30pm AWAY
January 19 vs. Hudson's Bay 5:30pm HOME
January 21 vs. 3 Rivers Christian 5:30pm HOME
January 26 – Bye week

Terriers!
January 5 vs. PJII 7:00pm HOME
January 7 @ 3 Rivers Christian 7:00pm AWAY
January 12 @ OSD 7:00pm AWAY 
January 14 @ Columbia Adventist 7:00pm AWAY
January 19 vs. Firm Foundation 7:00pm HOME
January 21 vs. 3 Rivers Christian 7:00pm HOME
January 26 – Bye week
WSBC @ Arizona School for the Deaf - Jan 27th – 31st

WSD
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Winter ASL Classes at WSD! November

Student of the Month!
3 R Superstar 
Tredynn Selvog
Jasmin Gutierrez-Orduno 
Enrique Rodriquez 
Emma McKinney 
Momentous Motivation 
Keelan Clearbrook 
Cristian Martinez-White 
Jerome Marvel-Work Experience 
Jacob Tufton 
Inspiring Improvement 
Salina Lozier 
Jackie Wiles 
Isaiah Hoag 
Shania QelQel Jones 
Vangeline Sohler 
Super Supportive 
Kaja Stone 
Astounding Attending 
Vangeline Sohler
Nick Gutierrez 
Stupendous Spirit 
Juan Gaytan-Arroyo 
Positively Prepared 
Emma McKinney 

ASL Community Classes for Families of Deaf & Hard-of-Hearing Children
Participants must be at least 14 years old

Classes are FREE for parents of WSD Students
Community Members $50 Fee

ASL Level 1 Beginner - January 25, 2016 (10 week class)
ASL Level 2 Beginner - January 27, 2016 (10 week class)

Class space is limited, so first come, first served!
ASL Classes are held at Washington School for the Deaf in

Vancouver, Washington.

The National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo)

For one month, students got to lock away their inner editor, 
let their imagination take over, and just create!

NaNoWriMo
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NaNoWriMo

Hi, Kelly—as always, beautiful job.  Here are my edits.

Page 2
•	 Para	1,	line	7:		“	.		.	.	(it’s	hard	to	miss)”		take	out	the	“not”
•	 Para	2,	line	3:	“		.	.	.	our	ASL	teacher,	Buffy	Hummel,	and	
her	ASL	students	.	.	.”
•	 Para	3,	line	4:		“	.	.	.	Standards.		It	will	.	.	.”
Page 4
Should say Winter ASL classes, not Fall.  And families should be 
capitalized

NaNoWriMo:		The	National	Novel	Writing	Month	(NaNoWriMo)	.	
. .

“.”

Thanks!


