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Reminder!
December 21-January 1, 2016 

Winter Break

Dear WSD Family and Friends:

Your child’s safety is WSD’s highest priority.  We are all aware that 
scary, unthinkable things can and do happen in public schools.  I want 
to assure you WSD is very serious about making sure your children and 
our staff are protected when they are on campus and are able to focus 
on learning and working in an environment that feels safe and secure 
to them.

The WSD leadership team and our Emergency Procedures committee 
are continually receiving training as well as reviewing and updating 
practices to address safety issues.  One of the ways parents and families 
can support our efforts is by making sure you check in and get a visitor 
name tag when you are on campus.  We have 3 areas for check in during 
the school day:  Clarke Hall receptionist, Northrop office and Divine 
office.  After 4:30 p.m., you can check in at the Student Health Center.  
If you are simply here to pick up your child, you do not need to sign in 
and get a name tag.  If you are here to visit class, visit in the cottage, 
or participate in an activity (other than those activities open to the 

public such as athletic events), we ask that you sign in 
and wear a visitor name tag for the duration of your time 
on campus.  Thank you for helping us ensure WSD is safe!

From all of us at WSD, we wish you a very wonderful Thanksgiving and a 
great start to the upcoming holiday season.  We are thankful everyday 
for our wonderful students, families and friends of WSD.

Welcome to WSD
Check In

Visitor Name Tag
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Terrier Families
Shauna Bilyeu, Principal

Parents and Terriers,

As we head into the wintry weather months, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to remind everyone of our school’s operating procedures.  Because 
we are a residential school with more than 60% of our student population residing 
on campus Sunday through Friday, it will be VERY rare for the school to close due 
to inclement weather.  What this means for locally residing families: watch the 
news or other social media outlets for updates for your home school district.  
Our transportation for local students is provided through ESD 112.  They will 
follow whatever the local school districts do. So for example, if you live in the 
Battleground School District and it closes due to inclement weather, there will 
be no transportation provided that day.  However, our school is still open and 
staff will report as normal.  Parents are welcome to provide transportation for 
their child on that day.  Please call us if you have questions.  We will also try to 
post on the WSD Facebook page any updates about school closures. A helpful link 
to bookmark on your computer that displays all school closures by county in the 
Southwest Washington area is: http://www.flashalert.net/region.html?RegionID=1

We celebrated 1st quarter Honor Roll (3.0-3.49) and Principal’s List (3.5-
4.0) students with certificates and a special surprise event in the library.  A 
whopping 23 students made the Honor Roll and 15 made the Principal’s List!  
Congratulations! 

Elementary families: Reminder! No FAN for December due to the short month!  
We will resume FAN beginning January 12th. Have a safe and wonderful holiday 
season!

Honor Roll

Jasmin Gutierrez Orduno
 Ramon Varaja

Rachel Herrington
Emilie Ford

Nicholas Gutierrez Orduno
Adam Arntzen

Ashantay Truong
Tredynn Selvog

Keelan Clearbrook
Uma Strempler
Haili St  Louis

Juan Gaytan Arroyo
Kyle Culmer
Jacob Tufton
Caleb Plock

Dane Stewart
Colton Hurd

Cristian Martinez-White
Joshua Marvel
Alayna Tracy

Ashley Balcazar
Randall Smith

John Smart

Principal’s List

Annie Kvamme
Jayson Cabanizes

Etasha Stone
Sara Mayfield

Emma McKinney
Vangeline Sohler

Kaja Stone
Joel Castro

Osvaldo Cruz
Jerome Marvel
Cesar Sanchez

Hilda Beltran Lopez
Andrew Fick
Journey Giles

Jacquelene Wiles

Monday Morning Assembly!
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December 
December 21-January 1, 2016 Winter Break
Travel Days - 4, 6, 11, 13, 18

Visit us at
www.wsd.wa.gov

WSD Fall Sports season has concluded and we are now transitioning 
into our varsity girls and boys basketball season. Congratulations to the 
volleyball and football players, coaches and fans for a great season. Our 
boys football team advanced to the first round of the playoffs for the first 
time since 1999! Even though the team lost to Seattle Lutheran, it was a 
win for the team to have and enjoy the experience of the playoffs!!

LADY TERRIERS
DECEMBER Basketball Schedule
December 8 vs. OSD 5:30pm HOME
December 10 @ PJII 5:30pm AWAY
December 15 TBA
December 17 @ Columbia Adventist 5:30pm AWAY

TERRIERS
DECEMBER Basketball Schedule
December 8 vs. OSD 7:00pm HOME
December 10 @ PJII 7:00pm AWAY
December 15 vs. Firm Foundation 7:00pm HOME
December 17 @ Columbia Adventist 7:00pm AWAY

Sports
Ron Spratlen, Athletic Director

Washington 
School for the Deaf

Basketball!

Terrier Pups 
Soccer

Go
Terriers!

W
S
D
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Attendance is a key factor in student academic success.  Students 
with a strong attendance record are more successful in school. They 
tend to perform well on tests and perform better academically than 
students who are frequently absent.  Students with strong school 
attendance also show a higher rate of work and earnings success 
after graduation.

Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing 10 or more days a year.  
A child who is chronically absent disengages from his/her peers. 
Classmates tend to lose interest in socializing with a student who is 
often absent.  Frequent absences also means fewer hours of classroom 
instruction which can lead to lower academic achievement and lower 
test scores.  Research shows that students with chronic absenteeism 
have a higher drop-out rate.

Improving school attendance improves a child’s academic and social 
success in school. A strong attendance record supports a strong 
foundation for success in school and for success in life after a child 
graduates.

Terrier Pride & Attendace
 J. Piper Gallucci, Teacher & PBIS Coordinator

 “Students with strong 
school attendance 
also show a higher 
rate of work and 

earnings success after 
graduation.”

October 
Student of the Month!

Momentous Motivation
Annie Kvamme
Ricardo Pineda 

Inspiring Improvement
Salina Lozier

Ramon Varajas

Astounding Attendance
Taylor Payne

Ashantay Truong

Stupendous Spirit
John Smart

Positively Prepared
Adam Arntzen, 

Jayson Cabanzias, 
Adele Giles

Shania Jones, 
Annie Kvamme
Uma Stempler, 
Alayna Tracy

Chyann Wisdom

Come join us for 
Family Academy Night 

(FAN)
January 21, 2016

WSD


