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Welcome to the 6t Annual Flying Hands ASL Poetry and De’VIA Art Competition.
The competition originated in 2006 at the Washington School for the Deaf for SW
Washington and NW Oregon Deaf students. It is designed to encourage the study
and practice of ASL and its literary forms. ASL Poetry and De’VIA art are the formats
in which to instill pride and allow students to study Deaf Culture and the ASL arts.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing students from pre-school through 12t grade, from
Washington and Oregon are welcome to participate in the competition.

(Family, friends, peers students of ASL or an Interpreter Training Program are invited
to observe and support the competitors. The event is open to the public.)

The registration fee is $12.00. Competitors will receive t-shirts and medals.

The registration form for poetry and art is due no later than Monday, February 14,
2011.

Competitors may enter 1 poem and 1 art piece.
ASL POETRY CRITERIA

3-minute time limit

Follows genre for the specific age group

Props and costumes are NOT allowed

Dress Code must be followed (see following page)
Contestants may compete individually, as a team or in a group
Limit one poem per person
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POETRY PROCEDURE

A moderator greets the audience and announces the competition categories

The moderator introduces the competitor

The competitor takes the stage. He/she greets the audience, introduces

his/her name and the title and genre of the poem

» The competitor signs the poem and remains on stage until the moderator
interviews and thanks the competitor

» Judges have 60 seconds between competitors to score poetry

» The moderator will call the next competitor and repeat the process until all
of the competitors in that age category have finished

» Atthe end of each age category poetry scores will be counted

» The competition will culminate with an award ceremony. The ceremony will
be in Hunter Gym (Divine School) from 2:15-3:00pm

» Each competitor will receive either a place medal or a participant medal.

» Medals are limited to one participant medal per person. Competitors

receiving place medals will not receive a participant medal.
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Competitors’ ages pre-school through fifth grade will compete in Northrop Gym and
attend the Awards Ceremony in Hunter Gym at 2:15.

Competitors’ grades 6th-12th will compete in Hunter Gym (Divine School)

ASL POETRY CATEGORIES (see tables below)

» A-B-C- the poem storyline follows the alphabet A-Z

» Deaf Experience: a poem related to a specific Deaf (or Hard-of-Hearing)
experience

» Emotion: any topic or theme that expresses a feeling or emotion

» Fight Song: derived from the Gallaudet (Bison) Fight Song this poem uses a
drum and a rhythm or 1-2, 1, 2, 3 (WSD will provide a bass drum)

» Handshapes: specific handshapes are used. Handshapes include A, B, C, O, S,
1,5

» Numbers: the poem storyline uses number handshapes 0-9

» Personification: a subject is personified as in Valli’s “Mushroom” or “I'm
Sorry”

» Word Poem: the poem spells the word of the subject as in Valli’s “Flash”



De’VIA ART CRITERIA

May be any media: sculpture, drawing, painting, etc.

Must include a title and style of work

Must include ASL or represent a Deaf experience or Deaf Culture
Art piece(s) must be received no later than March 10, 2011
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De’VIA ART CATEGORIES (see tables below)

Ages follow Poetry Categories (see following page)

Art must represent a Deaf experience, Deaf culture or ASL

Art must be titled

Art must be received by March 10, 2011.

Art will be displayed in Hunter Gym from 11:00am-3:00pm on March 31,
2011

We welcome all types and styles of art including: painting, sculpture,
drawing, photography and collage

» Students may register up to 2 pieces of art.
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RESOURCES

De’VIA art is described and samples of De”VIA art are displayed at the following
website: www.deafart.org.

ASL Poetry, by Clayton Valli. These are the definitive works of the late ASL poet,
Clayton Valli. Each poem is followed by an explanation of its structure. Excellent
resource for learning and teaching ASL Poetry. Available at DawnSignPress.
ISBN: 0-915035-24-3

The Treasure, by Ella Mae Lentz. Original poetry by the artist. Created specifically
for teaching and learning ASL. ISBN: 0-915035-96-0

Comprehensive resource on ASL Poetry history and structure
www.dawnsign.com/support/aslpoetry.html

Gallaudet (Bison) Fight Song-several versions can be found on youtube.com
including, The Final Cut of the Fight Song 2009 and The Bison Song 2008-2009

DRESS CODE

Poetry competitors will receive a Flying Hands t-shirt at check-in. Black and blue
slacks or skirts with the t-shirt, is to be worn during the competition.



Flying Hands Category

ASL POETRY
Division Genre
Pre-School and Kindergarten Numbers
Word Poem
1st-2nd grade A-B-C
Numbers
Word Poem
Upper Elementary 3rd-5th grade A-B-C
Handshape
Word Poem
Middle Grades 6th-8th grade Deaf Experience
Fight Song
Handshape
Personification
High School Deaf Experience
9th-12th grade Fight Song
Emotion
Personification
De’VIA ART
Division Media
Lower Elementary Grades Drawing
pre-school-21d grade Painting
Upper Elementary Drawing
3rd-5th grade Painting
Collage
Middle School Drawing
6th-8th grade Painting
Collage
Sculpture
High School Drawing
9-12th grade Painting
Collage
Sculpture
Mixed Media

Photography




FLYING HANDS ASL POETRY & DE'VIA ART COMPETITION
REGISTRATION FORM
ALL REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 14, 2011
(WSD will NOT be able to accept late registralions.)

Student Name

School Name Grade Level
School Address

Teacher Name

Teacher email & phone number

T-Shirt Size
AdultSize: =S _ M L _ XL XXL
YouthSize: S ~_ M L _ XL _ XXL

In order for signs to be seen clearly, dark shirts will be ordered to contrast student’s light skin, and
light shirts will be ordered to contrast student's dark skin.
Please indicate the contrast you need:

light colored shirt dark colored shirt
Poem Title Poem Genre
Art Title Art Category

Include a brief description of your poem or art piece for the prograom

PARENT INFORMATION
Parents, by allowing your child to register you are allowing your child to be photographed or recorded.

Please sign below to allow your child to compete. Thank you.

Parent Name




CONTACT INFORMATION

Washington School for the Deaf website
www.wsd.wa.gov

Kelly Perez
Voice 360.696.6525.x 4362
Email: Kelly.perez@wsd.wa.gov

MAILING ADDRESS

Flying Hands Competition
Kelly Perez
Washington School for the Deaf
611 Grand Blvd.
Vancouver, WA 98661



