
Deaf Culture Question of the Week – Jan. 31 – Feb. 4, 2011 

Bill Newell, Principal Washington School for the Deaf 

 

This Deaf Culture Question of the Week was researched and submitted by WSD 

staff member Teresa Stotler-Martin to honor the 125
th

 Birthday of the Washington 

School for the Deaf.  Thanks Teresa and Happy Birthday WSD! 

 

Which of the following schools for the deaf were founded before the territories 

they were in became states? 

 

a) New Mexico School for the Deaf 

b) Hawaii School for the Deaf 

c) South Dakota School for the Deaf 

d) Utah School for the Deaf 

e) Washington School for the Deaf 

 

Scroll down for the answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers: “a, b, c, d, e” – All of the schools listed were founded before the 

territories they were in became US states. 

 

a) New Mexico School for the Deaf – Founded in 1887 

New Mexico became the 47
th

 state on Jan. 6, 1912 



 

b) Hawaii School for the Deaf – Founded in 1914 

Hawaii became 50
th

 state on Aug. 21, 1959 

 

c) South Dakota School for the Deaf – Founded in 1880 

South Dakota became the 39
th

 or 40
th

 state on Nov. 2, 1889 

(Note: North and South Dakota were admitted to statehood on the same 

date.) 

 

d) Utah School for the Deaf – Founded in 1884 

Utah became the 45
th

 state on Jan. 4, 1896 

 

e) Washington School for the Deaf  - Founded Feb. 3, 1886 

Washington became the 42
nd

 state on Nov. 11, 1889 

 

Note: The oldest Day School program for the Deaf in the US is the Horace Mann 

School for the Deaf founded in 1869. Check out Horace Mann School for the Deaf 

here: http://www.hmsboston.org/ 

 

The Washington School for the Deaf will celebrate our 125
th

 Anniversary of our 

founding on Feb. 3, 2011. Happy Birthday WSD! 

Please take a few minutes to complete the DCQW Survey: 

DCQW has been published weekly during the school year since January 2008. We 

want to collect information about who reads DCQW, how you use it, which kinds 

of questions you like best, etc. We created a short survey to collect information. It 

is completely anonymous. Please take a few moments to complete our survey. 

Your feedback will be greatly appreciated.  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L7RQNVX 

Note: All previous issues of DCQW are archived at the Washington School for the 

Deaf website: www.wsd.wa.gov 

http://www.hmsboston.org/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L7RQNVX
http://www.wsd.wa.gov/

