
Deaf Culture Question of the Week – April, 26 – 30, 2010 
Bill Newell, Principal Washington School for the Deaf 
 
Deaf hood 
 

a. A cloth head covering attached to a sweat shirt or jacket worn 
by deaf people. 

b. The neighborhoods that surround most Schools for the Deaf 
where a majority of the people living there are deaf. 

c. A movement among deaf and hard-of-hearing people to define 
the experience of being Deaf for themselves without accepting 
traditional medical-pathological perspectives. 

d. A deaf gang member 
 
Scroll down for the answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer: “c” – Hopefully most readers of DCQW easily 
answered this question. Answers “a” “b” and “d” were plays on 
the word “hood” which were easily eliminated.  
 
Although I was having a little fun with the possible answers, 
the topic of Deafhood is a serious one. This term originated in 
a book by Dr. Paddy Ladd, Understanding Deaf Culture: In 
Search of Deafhood, and has been embraced by a growing 
segment of deaf and hard-of-hearing people as a new paradigm 
for considering what it means to be deaf. Workshops, retreats, 
and seminars of, by and for Deaf people are occurring across 
the country and all over the world to bring deaf and hard-of-
hearing people together to explore their shared experiences 
and define themselves rather than continue to allow others to 
define them. The term “deafness” is avoided and replaced with 
the term “Deafhood” in an attempt to throw off notions of 



being deaf as a medical condition and embrace instead the 
idea of being Deaf. Think about Deafhood as you would words 
like “adulthood” or “childhood” and you will come closer to the 
intended meaning of this term.  
 
If you wish to explore this term further I would urge you to 
read Dr. Ladd’s book, Understanding Deaf Culture: In Search of 
Deafhood. Also, there are many discussions, vlogs and forums 
on the internet where the term is discussed and where Deaf 
people are exploring among themselves and sharing their 
perspectives on this topic. You can start with the two websites 
below and google the term deafhood for further information. 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deafhood 
http://www.csun.edu/~patrickb/DH/DH.html 

 


