
Deaf Culture Question of the Week - April 21 - 24, 2009 
Bill Newell, Principal Washington School for the Deaf 
 
Who expressed the following? 
 
"As long as we have deaf people on earth, we will have signs. It is my hope that 
we will all love and guard our beautiful sign language as the noblest gift God 
has given to deaf people." 
 
a. Laurent Clerc 
b. Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet 
c. George W.Veditz 
d. Edwin Miner Gallaudet 
 
Scroll down for the answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
Answer: "c" George W. Veditz became president of the National Association of 
the Deaf in 1904. In 1913 in an eloquent speech recorded on "silent film" he 
uttered the famous quotation proclaiming sign language as a "noble gift from 
God" because through it deaf people found their fullest expression as human 
beings in a completely natural language. This speech and film are entitled 
"The Preservation of the Sign Language." It shows the profound meaning of 
American Sign Language for deaf people and why it is at the heart of Deaf 
culture. 
 
Read a full translation of Veditz's speech here: 
http://www.rid.org/UserFiles/File/pdfs/veditz.pdf 
 
Read about George W. Veditz here: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Veditz#President_of_National_Associatio
n_of_the_Deaf 
 
See parts of the Preservation of the Sign Language and other speeches 
from the era: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkFUe0BfRZY 


