
h III

III

I

From PageCl

KATHIE DURBIN: 360­
7':1C .L1C7 '2 M' [.nf!,;p t1'Jrh;r!fii)

districts and meet with lo­
cal school officials to look
at the strength of their pro­
grams and identify service
gaps.

Based on what they learn,
school officials would recom­
mend to the 2010 Legislature
that two educational service
districts become the sites
of demonstration projects
for innovative programs to
serve deaf children. One
of those ESDs would have
to be in y populated
Eastern s mgton, where
children who are deaf often
are isolated.

Staff me bers at the
School for eaf already
travel throughout the state
to consult with local school
district heir ex-
pertis m serve
stude 'al needs,
Hauansaid.

"We have the most expe­
rienced staff in the state,"
he said. "Right now we
travel to Spokane, Pullman,
Wenatchee "
Though mo
district
desig
are d
ing, he sa e pro­
grams for students who, for
example, are both deaf and
autistic.

A total of 118 students
are enrolled at the Vancou­
ver campus this year, and
168 others who are deaf or
hard of heari served
around the ,. pri-
marily through video
technology.

The legislation·
outgrowth of a
that raised questions .
whether a r ial sc 001

with low ent and
high per-s was
the most to
deliver services to ts
who are deaf or hard of hear­
ing. In the wake of the study,
some lawmakers suggested
that both the Schoo the
Deaf and the Wa ton
State School for the Blind be
closed.

The 2006 Legislature
appropriated $55,000 for
a survey of the quality of
education provided to deaf
and· hard-of-hearing stu­
dents.

In 2007, the Washington
State Institute for·· Public
Policy published a report
recommending that a single

.. !state agencybe chargedwith
overseeing the quality of lo­
cal, regional and statewide
schools and programs serv­
ing students who are deaf or
hard of hearing.

Under the House bill, the
center will provide statewide
leadership and coordina­
tion of deafe cation ser­
vices using full range
of communication modes,
including American Sign
Language, total communica­
tion and oral-aural technol­
ogy.
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